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disrupture and avulsion from their beds by
the most powerful agents of nature, corrobo-
rate the impression. But the distant fin-
ishing, which nature has given to the pic-
ture, is of a very different character. It is a
true contrast to the foreground. It is as plac-
id and delightful as that is wild and tremen-
dous. For the mountain being cloven asun-
der, she presents to your eye, through the
cleft, a small catch of smooth, blue horizon,
at an infinite distance in the plain country,
inviting you, as it were, from the riot and
tumult roaring around, to pass through the
breach and participate in the calm below.

The landscape Jefferson depicts has been
inspirational to American leaders for hundreds
of years. From Susquehannock Indian trading
routes and to Revolutionary War battles; from
the homes of the founding fathers to the first
brave pioneers to make a home beyond the
Blue Ridge Mountains; from the Civil War bat-
tles which threatened to divide the union to
the underground railroad, our Nation was
forged along this route. From Blue Ridge
Mountains to the west and the fertile Piedmont
to the east of the corridor the route in many
ways exhibits the birth and development of our
Nation’s economy, social movements and po-
litical landscape. Perhaps even more signifi-
cant than the battlefields that cluster along the
route are the documents penned in the homes
along the corridor. The Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the Monroe Doctrine and the Mar-
shall plan have influenced not only this Nation,
but the entire world.

Every American citizen should take a trip
along this route so that they know not only
from where our Nation has come, but also to
where we are going.

As we come upon the 400th anniversary of
America’s birthplace at Jamestown, | urge my
colleagues to join with me in supporting this
legislation.

———

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA TAX INCEN-
TIVES IMPROVEMENT ACT OF
2006

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 25, 2006

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today | am
pleased to introduce the District of Columbia
Tax Incentives Improvement Act of 2006. The
legislation builds on and adds to federal tax in-
centives | first got through Congress in 1997
in order to help produce residential and busi-
ness stability and growth. These tax credits
have surpassed the city’s highest hopes with
a renewed and replenished residential and
business tax base to show for it. However, this
bill is necessary if this growth is to continue to
make up for the fact that the District is not a
state.

Studies and investigation by experts widely
agree that the D.C. credits have been very
successful and have been the single most im-
portant factor both in stemming residential
flight and in stimulating commercial develop-
ment in the applicable neighborhoods. How-
ever the changes are appropriate to: reduce
but target the credits to poor neighborhoods
not yet reached; increase the efficiency of the
incentives; achieve increased leverage from
city and other federal resources; and provide
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more incentive to purchase homes given the
large increase in housing prices in the District.

The legislation would extend the life of the
D.C. Enterprise Zone (EZ) Benefits to 2009 to
put the District on par with the other cities that
have empowerment zones and will allow the
city to fully realize and assess the effective-
ness of the incentives and eliminate the con-
tinuing uncertainty that has plagued the pro-
gram. There was a disruption of economic ac-
tivity and planning by the business sector
when Congress did not immediately renew
those provisions that expired at the end of
2003. The District is experiencing this setback
again as H.R. 4297, the Tax Reconciliation
Act of 2005, has not yet been passed and the
District tax provisions are extended in that bill.

The improved EZ incentives will target the
areas of greatest need; align the Zone bound-
aries with areas designated for concentrated
investment by the Mayor’s Great Streets Initia-
tive; and more effectively connect the unem-
ployed with job opportunities by limiting the
Employment Credit to those businesses that
employ persons residing in those census
tracts that have unemployment rates twice that
of the national average.

The legislation also asks for a triple tax ex-
emption for District bonds which would allow
the District to issue bonds at lower interest
rates and put D.C. on par with other “state-
less” jurisdictions, including Puerto Rico,
Guam and the Virgin Islands, with no loss of
revenue to the federal treasury. Currently,
bonds issued by the District are exempt from
federal and District taxes, but subject to tax-
ation by state and local governments for bond-
holders located outside the District.

With the first-time homebuyer tax credit, this
bill raises the $5,000 credit for a first-time
homebuyer in the District to $10,000 to help
meet sharply increased home prices that are
driving many lower middle and middle income
taxpayers from the city. Senator TRENT LOTT
raised the amount in the Senate bill several
years ago, but that bill did not pass the
House. The homebuyer credit and the eco-
nomic development occurring in the District
have been almost entirely responsible for sig-
nificantly stemming taxpayer, residential and
business flight, bringing both in significant
numbers to the District. However, the improve-
ments in my bill are essential if the District is
to achieve the 100,000 new residents nec-
essary to sustain its stability that the former
D.C. control board said was necessary.

The federal tax incentives provided under
the Enterprise Zone and homebuyer credit
programs will be critical to the continuation of
the District’'s essential fiscal partnership with
the federal government, which seeks to diver-
sify the D.C. economy, reverse the continuing
rise in the unemployment rate in significant
portions of the city, strengthen and diversify
the District’'s narrow tax base, and address its
structural fiscal imbalance.

The D.C. Enterprise Zone tax incentives and
the homebuyer credit alone cannot solve
these problems. But by extending and improv-
ing these measures, Congress can continue to
make a low-cost, efficient and effective con-
tribution to the District’'s economic well being.
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COMMEMORATING THE 10TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE CIVILIAN
DEATHS AT QANA, LEBANON

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 25, 2006

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, the violent
death of innocent civilians not involved in mili-
tary hostilities is an appalling human tragedy.
For decades, the violence in the Middle East
has claimed a multitude of innocent civilian
victims: Men, women and children, Arab and
Israeli. It is with great sorrow that we remem-
ber one such incident that occurred just over
ten years ago in Qana, Lebanon. A number of
my constituents lost precious relatives on that
day, April 18, 1996. Aboudi and Hati Bitar of
Dearborn, Michigan, ages 7 and 9, were vis-
iting their grandmother at Qana when they
were killed. On the occasion of the tenth anni-
versary of the Qana incident, we solemnly re-
member and mourn the loss of these innocent
children and the hundreds of others who were
killed or wounded on that tragic day. On be-
half of Michigan’s 14th Congressional District,
my family and | offer our support and prayers
to the Bitar family and to the many others who
lost loved ones at Qana.

When it comes to civilian deaths, violent
hostilities play no favorites. | call on my col-
leagues to pause to remember the civilian vic-
tims that the violence in the Middle East has
claimed on all sides. Let us remind ourselves
that this carnage among the innocent will con-
tinue until America makes a stronger effort to
help resolve the issues that have bred the vio-
lence there.

————

HONORING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE POLISH AMERICAN
WAR VETERANS

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 25, 2006

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the 60th Anniversary of the Polish American
War Veterans located in Caseyville, lllinois.

The year 1946 saw our Nation’s veterans
return home from serving their country during
World War Il. During that year, a group of Pol-
ish American veterans in East St. Louis, llli-
nois gathered to form an organization that
would recognize the contributions of Polish
Americans during the war, celebrate their Pol-
ish heritage and assist veterans, their families
and other organizations within their commu-
nity.

The first discussions took place at Steve
Mizulski’'s S.M. Tavern and the first organiza-
tional meeting was held at the Polish Hall in
East St. Louis. Soon after this meeting, the
Polish American War Veterans organization
was chartered by the State of lllinois.

With the formation of the PAWV a slate of
officers was installed. Stanley Gula was the
first Commander and other officers were:
Stanley Boryczko, Vice Commander, Joseph
Skowron, Adjutant, Michael Bartosz, Quarter-
master and Adam Wondolowski, Sergeant-At-
Arms. Initial charter members were: Walter
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Kloczak, Les Kloczak, Louis Skosky, Tony
Wondolowski, Ted Skrabacz, John Babinski,
Aloysius Szablowski, Edward Cich and Ed
Wondolowski.

The Polish Hall was the home for the PAWV
from its founding, into the 1960s. The Amer-
ican Legion Hall in Fairmont City, lllinois
served as the PAWV home until 1979, when
the permanent home was built in Caseyville,
lllinois.

During their years of service, the organiza-
tion has held a number of events to raise
funds, celebrate their Polish heritage and to
provide family and recreational opportunities in
their community. These have included orga-
nizing teams for bowling and baseball
leagues, holding dances and golf tournaments
and participating in many parades. They con-
tinue to offer “care packages” to veterans who
are hospitalized or in nursing homes.

In 1999, the PAWV formed an Honor Guard
that performs at area events and provides full
military honors for veterans’ funerals. This unit
has received many honors and commenda-
tions from area civic and veterans groups.

The Polish American War Veterans have
been an active and involved part of our com-
munity for 60 years. The service they gave to
their country did not stop when they retired
from active military duty. They continue to live
by the motto, “Still Serving and Proud to be
Polish.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the 60th Anniversary of the Polish
American War Veterans and to wish the best
to them for continued service in the future.

——————

HONORING UNIVERSITY OF
WISCONSIN MEN’S HOCKEY TEAM

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 25, 2006

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker | rise today to
recognize the University of Wisconsin men’s
hockey team, NCAA champions for the sixth
time in the program’s history. This is the first
national championship for the Badgers since
1990, and also the first under head coach
Mike Eaves. Coach Eaves previously won a
national title as a player when he was the
Badgers’ team captain in 1977, and also
coached the United States teams to their first
gold medals at the 2002 World Under-18
Championship and the 2004 World Junior
Championship. Coach Eaves’ latest honor is
being named the head coach of the United
States Men’s National Team.

This championship caps off a remarkable
season for the Badgers. Senior assistant cap-
tain defenseman Tom Gilbert tied for the na-
tional lead in goals by a defenseman, and
scored the most points by a UW defenseman
in almost ten years. Gilbert was named to the
All-American second team, and was joined
there by sophomore center Joe Pavelski.
Pavelski led the team in scoring during the
season, and also became just the ninth player
in Badgers history to score 100 points in his
first two years.

Junior goalie Brian Elliott was named a first-
team All-American. Elliot led the nation in
every significant category of goaltending sta-
tistic, including goals-against-average, save
percentage, and winning percentage, en route
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to being named a finalist for the Hobey Baker
Player of the Year award. He also recorded
eight shutouts, including two in the NCAA
Tournament’s regional rounds, helping Elliot
earn Most Outstanding Player honors for the
Midwest Regional.

During the Frozen Four Championship in
Milwaukee, it was Badgers’ junior forward
Robbie Earl who proved the Most Outstanding
Player. Earl scored three goals combined in
the semi-finals and finals, including the game-
winning goal in the semi-final game and a
tying goal in the final game.

After the Badger women’s hockey team won
their national championship two weeks before
the men, several players joked that they had
stolen for Wisconsin the title of the “State of
Hockey” from Minnesota. After the men’s
team completed the NCAA hockey sweep for
UW, Athletic Director Barry Alvarez put it more
simply: “We own college hockey.”

TO COMMEMORATE AND HONOR
THE VICTIMS OF THE HOLOCAUST

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 25, 2006

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the memory of those murdered
during the Holocaust.

During that dark period, the nations of the
world stood still as millions were massacred.
Every year we come together and speak of
how we shall “Never Forget.” We talk of how
we may honor their memory by never allowing
such unspeakable crimes of genocide to be
committed once again.

| fear we may not be doing their memory
justice. Even as the United States has offi-
cially declared that genocide is occurring in
Sudan, we stand concerned, but need to do
much more to stop the bloodshed. Have we
not learned from the horrors committed by
Nazi Germany? How can we observe the
rampant campaign of rape and genocide in
Darfur without acting?

My heart and prayers go out to those who
survived the Holocaust as well as those who
were coldly murdered. We must honor them
not just with words, but also by our actions.
Over the next few days, hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans will converge on Wash-
ington to demand that the US act to stop the
genocide in Darfur. Let us honor the memory
of those who were murdered during the Holo-
caust by doing everything we can to protect
the people of Darfur.

———

RECOGNITION OF AFRICA
MALARIA DAY

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 25, 2006

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | stand today to
recognize Africa Malaria Day, declared on
April 25, 2000 by 43 African heads of state.
That declaration marked the end of a 3-day
summit called to renew and re-invigorate Afri-
ca’s commitment to defeating malaria, a dis-
ease that takes a terrible toll on the African
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continent. It renewed a commitment to exploit
all means possible to finally tame the disease
that kills more African children than any other
single disease. It recognized the massive im-
pact of malaria and the potential for reducing
that impact. It affirmed African leaders’ intent
to remove roadblocks to malaria control and
called for more active participation by the
international community.

UNICEF and the World Health Organization
estimate that malaria kills from 1 million to 2
million people every year, most of them young
children and pregnant women in Africa. Along
with HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis, malaria re-
mains one of the three biggest infectious dis-
ease killers in the world today.

Effective weapons in this fight include
prompt access to effective treatment, in-
creased use of locally appropriate means of
mosquito control such as insecticide-treated
nets and indoor residual spraying, early detec-
tion of and response to epidemics, and im-
proved prevention and treatment of malaria in
pregnant women. To make a sustained impact
against malaria we need a vaccine.

There has never been a licensed malaria
vaccine, but great progress toward that end is
now being made, as evidenced by last year’s
results of a malaria vaccine clinical trial in Mo-
zambique. However, people who need the
vaccine the most are infants and children in
developing countries. This means that market
forces by themselves cannot drive malaria
vaccine development. Ensuring the successful
development of a vaccine for a disease that
primarily affects the poorest people in the
world requires public funding for research and
development as well as funding for vaccine
purchase once malaria vaccines are licensed.
As a nation, we must take the challenge of-
fered by African heads of state in 2000 and
Bill Gates last fall to greatly increase funding
for the development of new tools to defeat
malaria, including a vaccine.

Global and national efforts to control malaria
are making a difference. Lives are being
saved and the movement to finally control ma-
laria in Africa is picking up momentum. Evi-
dence of this includes the increasing level of
support for malaria control by the Global Fund
for AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, by USAID
and the President’s Malaria Initiative. But more
and broader support is needed to achieve the
goal of ending deaths from malaria in the
shortest time possible. For each year we
delay, another one to two million lives are lost.

Today, Africa Malaria Day, the equivalent of
seven large planeloads of children died from
malaria. Most of these children were under the
age of 5. This is a tragedy of immense propor-
tions. While it is deeply saddening, we cannot
let its sheer magnitude paralyze us into com-
placency. Knowing about these deaths
impassions me to do everything | can. We
must ensure adequate support for existing and
new malaria control tools to prevent more
deaths, today, tomorrow, and into the future.

————

HONORING THE MEMORY OF MR.
BOB SCHULTZ

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 25, 2006

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, Mobile and in-
deed the entire State of Alabama recently lost
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